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INTRODUCTION
Friends and families, we are here this afternoon to share with David and Amanda a most important moment in their lives.  In places like this they have learnt to know and love each other. In fact it was on this very beach that David proposed to Amanda. So the location of today’s celebration is doubly significant. 
We have been invited to hear David and Amanda as they promise to face the future together as husband and wife, accepting whatever may lie ahead.

David and Amanda nothing is easier than saying words, and nothing harder than living by thode words day after day.  What you promise today must be renewed and redecided tomorrow.

At the end of this ceremony you will have publicly declared your choice to be man and wife, but you still must decide, each day that stretches out before you, that you want to be married.

Real love is something beyond the warmth and glow, the excitement and romance of being deeply in love.  It is caring as much about the welfare and happiness of your marriage partner as about your own.  But real love is not total absorption in each other; it is looking outward in the same direction - together.  Love makes burdens lighter, because you divide them.  It makes joys more intense, because you share them.  It makes you stronger, so you can reach out and become involved with life in ways you dared not risk alone.

Marriage is a gift of God in creation.  Of all human relationships it best makes known to us the relationship God wants with His people.  God intends that husband and wife should be united in heart, body and mind, and find in their union the fulfillment of their love for each other, and the stability necessary for family life and the care of children.  Marriage, therefore, involves a serious and life-long commitment in mutual love and joy to seek each other's good in a union of strength, sympathy and delight.

David and Amanda we rejoice with you.  We are glad to join with you in today’s celebration.  To witness your vows, to pray with you, and to wish you joy in your life together.

OPENING PRAYER

Before you take your vows we want to wish you the richest blessings that marriage can bring.  So let us be quiet and ask for a blessing on this marriage.

Father of all men, we are grateful for all that is important and precious in life.  In particular, we are so happy that David and Amanda have decided to commit themselves to one another utterly and completely.

Love is a wonderful thing and marriage provides a secure and permanent basis for love to last forever.  So this is our prayer: that your love never dies, but deepens and increases as time goes by. May your love last you a lifetime.  

May you continue on the lifelong task of communicating every part of yourself to one another, until you do become one in every respect.

And may your example of love be Jesus Christ Himself, who has shown us what real love means in terms of self-giving service to one another.

Amen.

THE AGREEMENT
David  ……. Solt (full name) will you take Amanda ….(full name) as your wife in marriage?

Will you love her, comfort her, honour and keep her, in sickness and in health and be faithful to her as long as you both live?

I will.

Amanda  (full name) will you take David (full name) as your husband in marriage?

Will you love him, comfort him, honour and keep him, in sickness and in health and be faithful to him as long as you both live?

I will.

THE VOWS

David and Amanda you are now about to make solemn vows to each other in the presence of God, your friends and family. 

(Couple holds hands and faces each other)

Bride:

I, Amanda, take you David, to be no other than yourself, in all the ways life may find us.  I will be faithful to you, love you and respect you; tending to you in sickness and rejoicing with you in health, as long as we both shall live.

Groom:

I, Amanda, take you David, to be no other than yourself, in all the ways life may find us.  I will be faithful to you, love you and respect you; tending to you in sickness and rejoicing with you in health, as long as we both shall live.

GIVING THE RING
Wedding rings serve as the symbol of the vows you have just spoken.  They are the outward and visible sign of an inward and invisible love, which binds your hearts together.  As they are made of the finest of earth's materials, so your love is of the richest of spiritual values.  As rings are without edge or seam, having no beginning and no end, so they symbolize the perfection of a love that cannot end.

Prayer:
Bless these rings, our Father, to be the visible sign of the vows here made, that each who gives a ring and each who wears one may be reminded of their promises, evermore living and growing in the spirit of your love.

Amen.

Bride and then Groom:

This ring I give you in token of our marriage vows.  May it ever be a symbol of the unbroken bond of our love.

I accept this ring from you, and I wear it as a sign of my love for you.

THE DECLARATION
David and Amanda you have made promises to each other, and as a symbol of these vows you have exchanged rings.  With the legal formalities completed prior to the service and matters of ceremony completed. Let the world recognize that you are now man and wife together.

David you may kiss your bride.

May the Lord bless you and protect you; smile on you and show you his favour.

READING FROM THE BIBLE
1 Cor 13 by Darryl ?
FINAL PRAYER
Let us give thanks to God for the joy of this occasion; for the wonderful bond of love between these two people; for the sincerity of their vows and the strength of their loyalty; for their Christian faith and deep humanity.  Let us commit them to God, and renew our own vows of marriage:

Almighty God, we praise you for the ways in which your love comes into our lives, and for all the joys, possibilities and challenges of marriage and parenthood.

We thank you for the homes from which David and Amanda have come, and for the richness of their developed personalities.  We thank you for this occasion, for all its meaning, and for the inspiration it is in the lives of so many.

Now grant to David and Amanda grace to fulfill, with pure and committed affection, the vow and covenant they have made through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

INTRODUCTION OF BRIDE AND GROOM

Ladies and gentlemen

It is now my great pleasure to present to you all

Mrs and Mrs David and Amanda Solt

